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the highly important task of unmasking
German intrigue, of teaching Americans
how to recognize German propaganda un-
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Expel Him!

The Wisconsin League of Municipalities
has adopted resolutions demanding the ex-
pulsion from the Senate of Robert M. La
Follette. Many other organizations in
Wisconsin are clamoring for relief from
the indignity of being represented in the
upper branch of Congress by & disloyalist
and an inciter of sedition,

Mr. La Follette is unwilling to resign.
The people of Wisconsin are powerless to
recall him. But his commission may be
cancelled by a two-thirds vote of the Sen-
ate. That body has the right to rid itself
of objectionable characters. It should loge
1o time in exercising its prerogative. By
expelling Mr. La Follette it would relieve
the country of an unfaithful servant, clear
the character of a misrepresented loyal
state and set a much needed example of
firmness in dealing with the Copperhead-
ism of to-day.

The Senate has expelled Copperheads
before. In December, 1861, it ejected John
C. Breckinridze, of Kentucky. His case
hardly runs parallel with Mr. La Follette's,
Though representing a state which never
seceded, he cast his fortunes openly with
the enemy. He left Kentucky and became
a major general in the Confederate army.
Mr. La Follette is still with us and does not
contemplate joining the armed forces of
Germany. The help he is giving to the
German cause is indirect. He is not an-
other Breckinridge. He is more nearly

another Jeste D. Bright. Bright repre-

cented Indiana in the Senate for many
years, He became infected with Copper-
headism, as many other Democratic lead-
crs in Indiana were infected. He was ex-
pelled from the Senate in 1862 for having
expressed in writing what the Senate con-
struedl as sympathy with the Confederate
cause,

Mr. La Follette has said that the United
States went to war with Germany on a
petty provocation. He has spoken sneer-
ingly of the government's majives in mak-
ing that declaration of American rights
¢n the high seas and of its purpose to en-
force them which led directly to the rupt-
ure with Germany. He has echoed the
argument of the pro-German press that
the United States was more intent on pro-
moting the sale abroad of munitions than
it was on vindicating neutral rights. In
doing all these things he has hampered to
the best of his ability our conduct of the
war. He has pandered to the slackers and
the pacifists and given countenance to those
who think themselves morally justified in
dodging military service.

Congress has just passed a law which
puts unprecedented powers in the hands
of the Postmaster General. He has been
created a censor of seditious utterances in
printed form and is authorized to suppress
publications which, in his opinion, “ham-
per the government in making war.” As
Mr. Burleson explained a day or two ago,

no newspaper may herenfter impugn the

motives of the government in going to
war with Germany. It may not say that
“the government got in the war wrong.”
Mr. La Follette has said that on numer-
ous occasions, Why should the Senate
rass a law restraining the right of a news-
paper to utter thiz sort of sedition and

«till leave one of its own members free to
indulge in it? Is Mr, La Folleite to be
allowed to circulate through “The Con-
pressional Record,” at the government’s
expense, utterances which would cause im-
mediate suppression were they to appear
in a newspaper?

Let Congress he logical.
ywn house in order now that it has given
such short shrift to sedition in the press.
Mr. La Follette has abused the public's
patience. He should be removed from
iffice. If he intends to preach and prac-
tise Copperheadism, let him be compelled
to do it on the same terms and at the same
risk as other German symopathizers out-
«ide Congress preach and practise it.

Mobilizing Public Opinion

In the difficult business of organizing a
democracy—the largest democracy in the
world—into & unified, coherent fighting
machine the 9,000 volunteer speakers who
are addressing movie audiences in forty-
six states of the Union are deoing a valu-
able and patriotic work. Here in New
York City these “Four-Minute Men" have
materially aided in a series of important
campaigns—for the Liberty Loan, for the
Red Cross, for food conservation. In re-
cent weeks they have devoted their time to

der its many ingenious disguises.
The speaking is directed from Washing-
, but no Fﬂ'\r‘t is made to limit speak-

————

Let it set its:

calls for patriotic Americans with a gift
| for public speaking; individual freedom is
encouraged and is the rule. As the
project works out tHe goal achieved is the
stirring of America to think, The brief,
four-minute speeches are an admirably

ers to handmade materinl. The service many lines to the point that the United
| States, thourh rich in man power, must

| democratic method of organizing the whole

nation into a war-thinking and war-

planning body, a sort of colossal town

meeting, assembled every night of the
year to listen, discuss and resolve.

It is a pleasure to second the New York
committee's demand for more volunteers.
More speakers and the best speakers are

the American people face to face is a
unique one. It should appeal to every
American speaker with faith in his cause
and his nation.

A Primary Probe Needed
| District Attorney Swann's proposed in-
E\‘eatigation of the results of the Republi-
'can primaries should be avelcomed by all
good citizens, by none more than by
Mayor Mitchel. The reéxamination of the
primary ballots and the checking up of
the official returns of the canvassers have
shown a remarkable series of discrepan-
cies. Whether these were due to ignorance
on the part of voters and honest mistakes
'on the part of poll clerks or to deliberate

** urgently needed. The opportunity to meet

|attempt to perpetrats fraud can be dis-
| closed only by a grand jury inquiry. Cer-

tainly there are elements enough of doubt
and sufficient suspicion in the air to jus-
tify the endeavor to ascertain the facts.

Thanks to the Mayor’s prompt applica-
tion for an examination of the ballots,
there is no chance that his opponent will
be “counted out,” and the Mayor has
promised to do his utmost to see exact jus-
tice done to Mr. Bennett. There is now the
bigger question involved — the question
whether the law was violated. That is
more important to this community than
whetler Mr. Mitchel or Mr. Bennett re-
ceived the nomination. I1f fraud was at-
tempted a blow was struck against the
very foundation of government.

Every effert has been made by legisla-
tion to eafeguard the primaries from
fraud as completely as the elections. Most
of the oldtime crooked devices have been
rendered unworkable by numbered ballots,
the signing of the voters' names for com-
parison with the signatures at the previ-
ous election and the like. If this elaborate
system has collapsed before a definite
endeavor to break the law the public wants
the criminals discovered and punished, as
were the election crooks in the special
election to decide whether a constitutional
convention was to be held.

Whatever issues are at stake, and who-
ever the candidates are, the primaries
must be straight.

Fighting at Consumers’ Expense

If Mr. Perkins had in mind an exposure
|cf the weakness of the opposition to his
confirmation as head of the State Food
Commission when he promised to pay for
| {he farmers’ advertisement which recently
appeared all over the state, he got his
money’s worth. The arguments put forth
in it—if they deserve the name—were lit-
tle short of absurd. Prejudice” against
him, bitter antagonism, the document
ghowed. Reasons why he should not be in
|the public service, facts to indicate that
he would prove unqualified for the task,
or faithless to the trust given to him, there
, were none,

now keep that man power unemployed for
Jack of equipment whose manufacture
chould have been planned long ahead of
the calls for volunteers and selective con-
seripts.

The fact is that, in speeding up for
war, the unorganized American public has
really shown more readiness than the or-
ganized war services, Volunteers pre-
sented themselves in unexpected numbers,
The draft went through without a hiteh.
The people have bought Liberty honds with
avidity and insisted on the spending of |
unheard-of amounts for war. Ilmthenld!
ndministfative war machinery has been
unequal to the strain. It has creaked and |
halted. It has been the weak point in our |
war organization. We are paying now 1'61-!E
its inability to keep up with the procession.

Perhaps one of the beneficial results of |
this war will be the complete absorption |
of the old army into the new army. Out
of experience in a real war we shall learn
how to fashion @ real military establish- |
ment, in which foresight will replace hind- |
sight, and mobilization, when it comes,
will not be hindered by departmental or
bureaucratic inertia, The present situa-|
tion is deplorable. Yet it is only the natu-
ral outgrowth of a system which has made
such a lack of codrdination between man-
power and supplies almost inevitable.

ot —

Euthanasia for Incurables |
It is reckoned by a physician of Des|

| Moines that there are at present in this
| country about two hundred thousand un- |

| There are two basic reasons why votes
will be cast against Mr. Perkins when the
Governor again submits his name to the

Senate—politics and desire for profits.
The farmers of New York State are no
| different from the profiteers in other lines
of business, They have had many lean
years. Now they see the chance to get
kigh prices for their produce—prices
which will vield good profits in spite of the
unusually high expenses. They want no
regulation—they have no more use tor 1t
than the middlemen and the food specu-
lators have. And of the three men named
by the Governor Mr, Perkins is the man
most feared by those who want no regu-
lation of the food system, because of his
farreaching knowledge of the intricacies
of ‘business a= business is practized,

The farmers are an all-important po-
litical factor upstate. What they want
they come pretty close to petting. They
influenced enough Senators—they and the
various business interests who also want
all the profits they can get while the get-
ting is good—to defeat Mr. Perkins once.
They think they can repeat the perform-
ance. The farmers are united—the con-
sumers are not. The longer the fight on
. Mr. Perkins is continued the longer the
| etate will be without any kind of food con-
Itro) and The longer the consumers must
|pay whatever the food producers and
' handlers can extract from them.

The Shortage in Rifles

| Red tape has been the curse of army ad-
| ministration in the snug little regular es-
tablishment which this country supported
jup to the outbreak of the present war,
| Fixity of view and inelasticity of manage-
!ment are hard to outgrow. And the facts
| which The Tribune published yesterday
sbout the shortage of rifles for our new
armies show that on the technical side of
!war preparation the War Department has
certainly not outgrown them.

We have been at war for nearly six
months. But we have not secured, o far,
even & moderate supply of rifles for our
soldiers. We were in the shadow of war

{for two years before war was declared.
But we are still just beginning to get a
start in the aviation arm and in the crea- |

|tion of modern artillery, The facts gath-
ered by The Tribune indicate that the Bu-
| rean of Ordnance and the other technical
authorities at Washington have been
more concerned with securing perfect arms
(waiting for such arms to become avail-
able) than they have been with having

{ somewhat inferior material with which to! time do keep t

iR . i
| equip the new armies. Adherence to their

arid point of view in a crisis when every
liour counts has checked preparation in

fortunate sufferers who are longing for |
death. He does not tell us upon what data
he founded thiz estimate, but it appears’
that when a late patient of his begged to
he put out of his misery he resolved to
make a plea on behalf of all in a like case, |
and accordingly laid the matter hefore his
colleagues in Chicago this week at the an-|
nual convention of the American Associa-|
tion of Progressive Medicine.

Briefly, what he desires to pring about
is a legal reform by which “adults who
want to die, and whose recovery is pro-
nounced hopeless by a board of consulting
physicians, will be killed by some form of
anmsthesia,” and, “likewise, parents of a
voung child may request its death under
similar cireumstances.”

The propesal is not new, though hitherto |
it has excited little enthusiasm on the |
part either of the medical profession or/
the public at large. An obvious objection
is the difficulty of determining the hope-
lessness of recovery or of establishing the
degree of suffering that would justify the
avowed desire of the patient to die, Cer-
tain conditions helieved to be incurable
some years ago are undoubtedly amenable
to treatment to-day, which perhaps they
would not be had the happy dispatch been
commonly practised in former times. Un
the other hand, manv disabilities quite in-
curable involve so little suffering that the
mere incurahility could hardly be regarded
a sufficient pretext for transferring the re- |
sponsibility for suicide to the board of
coctors, though they were obliged to ac-
nowledge their helplessness,

The reform was, however, approved by a |
majority of the physicians who voted on
it, and doubtless the next step will be to
cecure legizlation of some sort. By the
time it is passed the two humdred thousand
will have no need for it.

“The Waste of Bureaucracy
i Ffom The Boatan Transcript)

An unfailing weakness of military bureau- |
eracy is the misuse of the commisaioned per-
sonnel put at its disposal. We have an ex-
ample to-dny in a dispateh from Camp Mills,
the headqusrters of the Hainbow Division

of the National Guard. A number of officers
have heen detailed by Major General Mann,
commanding, to make up the list of numes
of the next of kin of all the men of that
aivision and to organize the system of re-
porting the killed, wounded and missing nf-
ter the division arrives in France. Doubt-
less this is done by order of the depart-
ment, snd, therefore, other commissione 1 of-

fleers to the number of hundreds have been
or will be assigned to this work.

The Red Cross of every country in Eu-
rope¢ is in charge of casualty reports. The
American branch offered its services for this
work to the War Department., The offer
was refused, and officers whom it is costing
the government thousands of dollars to train
are to.day doing elerical work which is done
by elerks of the Red Cross in other coun-
tries. Our burecaucracy takes the position
that because the s are military no
non-military hand must touch their rn-mpi-
lation or report., Whereupon this bureau is
set up nnd manned with officers doing the
work of clerks,

Increased South American Trade l

(From The Philadelphia Inguirer)

For the fiseal vear ended June 30 our
trade with South American nstions was
more than two and one-half times that of
1915, This is the result by comparing values.
It i= probable that the actual bulk of eom-
modities increased smaller ratio, since
recent prices have been higher than for-
merly.

The tota! trade Inst year aggregated $R00,-

000,000, of which a little less than one-third
was on export account. It is of intereat that
for the first time Argentine leuds Brazil in
the mutter of imports by this nation, al-
though by a very emall margin. This is not
because of meats, but by reason of heavy
wool imports at inflated prices, com'pured
with former years.

Taking Latin Amerien as o whoele, the fig-
ures« ure much mpressive, ns the total
trade more than a billion and a half,
compared with s little more 1 half that
amount 1915, In almost t:
balance of trade has been
the n ne south o
shall pay them, in
most S400,000,000 te

more
was

fuvorable to
us. We have paid or
one way or another, al-
sattle balances,

The Ladies’ Grille [

(A, L. J. Goksel, 4n The 1 Horning I'ost)
The removal of the grille from the Ladies'
Gallery of the House of Commons is of in-

the

ldon

terest, We are informed that one panel of
the grille will be k it the House of Com-
mong as “a relic of times that have been.”
Thiz may be a wise ure, for history hus
n way of rep If. In the Journals
of the House, ne 14, we read: “Or-

nder in chief and the
¢ House from time to
= women {rom com- |
ing up ig to the House of
Commons door, and from coming into and |
clamoring in Westminster Hall on the
Speaker and Members of the House.”

dered
guard

the stairs le

orking for the Kéiser

————

Antagonism Toward Mayor Mitchel
Because of His Americanism
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: If it were not for the amazing rvvrh-l

tions of German intrigue and trickery und the
astounding ramificktions of treason and
enemy nid that already have been revenled
through the work of our Seeret Service, |
might express some astonishment at the ele-
ments which are lined up against Mayor
Mitehel to prevent hig=reélection.

It seems almost unbelievable thut here

lin Amerien, with thousands of her best sol-!

diers already on the other side, with hundrm_ln
f thousands more of her best men now |
tralning to take their places in the trenches
and settle for all time the fight between a
rutal and bestial autocracy und democracy,
there could be so many who would set their
faces against the forces of right.

But so it is. America, which has opened
her doors to the oppressed of every land,
which has stood as the one spot on the face
of the enrth where every man was given an
cqual chance, where the rights of humanity

0

were considered, has found that among the

good whom she has taken to her bosom she
also has taken u nest of vipers.

And the evidence of it is in the fight which
is now being made against Mayor Mitehel,

It would be untrue to say that every man
who will oppose the reélection of the Mayor
is lined up with the enemies of our eountry.
There will perhaps be many in the coming
campnign who will fight against Mitchel for
other reasons, but it Is an uhsolute certainty
that every advocate of treason, overy lover

'of Germany, every pacifist who, by his very

opposition to war, is lending aid and giving
comfort to the bloady Hun; every preacher of
hatred and dishonor, will be found in the
camp of some of the candidates who will
run against Mayor Mitehel.

Show me a Teuton who has not been able
to get the virus of Germanism out of
his system, who openly or secretly re-
joices at every victory for Germany, who

'sang songs and laughed when the Lusitania

was sunk, who applauds the actions of the

| expatriated Mayor of Chiesgo, Who hates

England for the part she has taken in thia
war, and 1 will show you & man who openly
sneers at the work of Mayor Mitchel and who
will vote against him at the coming election.

Whatever may be the faults of Mayor
Mitchel, whatever may have been his short-
comings, whatever mistakes he may have
made, | thank God that he has not foliowed in
the footsteps of the unspeakable Thotmpson,
of Chicago; that he has not brought eternal
gshame on the great metropolis of Ameriea.
I thank God that he has been an American
through and through, that he has done all he
could to further our fight, that he has lent
an unswerving arm to the support of tha
President, and that he hns bidden the hosts of
treason retire into the mire of their own
treachery and deceit.

The defeat of Mayor Mitchel will he the
most reassuring piece of news that the Kaiser
has received since his hosta first vicluted
the neutrality of Belgium, or sinee the
French stopped the advance of the Germans
at the battle of the Marne. No amount of
camoufiage can hide thiz fact. No declara-
tions that the defeat of Mayor Mitchel hay
brought about by his record on fiseal or eco-
nomic grounds will prevent the belief that
it was the legions of darkness, disgrace, dis-
honor und tresson, united in apposition, that
defeated the Mayor.

It has been declared that Mayor Mitchel
is the best Mayor New York ever had. [ do
not contend that; nmeither do I deny it,
But if the Mayor had a reeard as an execu-
tive that did not stand the test, I would
still say that he should be reélected for the
inspiring stand that he took when our coun-
try needed men; for the undeviating patriot-
jam which he exhibited at & time when Ger-
mun spies and German supporters and all
the elements of disorder and American dis-
integration were against the government at
Whashington, secretly, openly, any way at all,
to produce results,

Voters of New York, do not make any mis-
take! You are asked to oppose a man who is

! being attacked for his true Americanism. You

ns Americans are asked to vote for the vie-
lation of your own honor, vote for aid to
Ameriea’s and the world's enemies, vote to

emasculate your country so that it may fall

# prey to the same forces thot were guilty

of crimes in Belgium and on the high =eas

that even hiz satanie majesty himself never

could have thought of. Jo M. H.
Broolklyn, Sept. 26, 1917,

“Enemies Within"
Ty the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: When I see a great daily newspaper
like The Tribune making the gallant fight
vou are maeking against “enemies within"
| always feel like patting you on the back
and wishing | eould do more to spread your
gospel of Americaniam. The editorial wallop
you guve would-be Prince Hearst this morn-
ing should leave a bad taste in his mouth,

As we all know the aforesald prince is a
high-priced man, it would be interestine to
know just what section of the conquered ter-
ritory the Kaiser has promised him. Very
likely Belgium, as nothing would suit him
quite so well as to be placed where he could
Luxburg the British Isles. He has besn doineg
his level best at long range, but he will have
to move up closer to the firing line now,
sinee Congress spiked his guns yesterday.
Se individunls really think they are so in-
fluential, politically, that they ean't be
reached, But that's a mistake,

F. H. ALLEN.

New York, Sept. 28, 1917,

*'Usonians”
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: Some time ago 1 read in The Tribune a
letter from Mrs. Christine Ludd-Frankiln which
bore the eaption “Usoninns,”
that Americans fighting in the world war
should be o ealled. Mrs, Franklin argued
that we have no right to monopolize the term
“American” in view of the faet that thore are
many peoples of other nations equally en-
titled to call themeelves Americans, and she
took the initial letters of the words “United
EStates of North America,” adding the *i" for
the suke of euphony. |

Here we are only twenty miles from Can-
adu, snd mect many Canadians and learn
their sentiments, and I know that they “feel
bitterly,” to quote a returned Canadian offi-
cer, nbout our usage of the term American,
and are anxious that we settle upon some
general name by which our men abrond may
be known. FELIX ORMAN,

Dixville Noteh, N. H,, Sept. 24, 1917,

and suggested

A Simple Governmental Expedient
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir:  Alas for Martia Leonard! She wrote
some letters to The Tribune months ago
which made me exelaim, “Verily, although a

| woman, this person has some of the ear-

marks of a philosopher!" Now she spills the
beans by wanting to disfranchise all persons
who dissent from the policy of the Adminis-
tration. Not in vain did her parents call her
Martia, for she is undoubtedly a daughrer
of Mars. She points out a method of main
taining & stable and permanent government
so simple that one wonders that it was not
discovered Yefore. Let ev®y existing admin-
istration disfranchise its critics and it will
stay in power ad infinitum—and thus will the
vorld be made safe for democracy, in which,
doubtless, Martia does not believe,
MARTIN MeMIX.

; New York, Sept. 26, 1917,

ni

| The Four-Minute Men

An Account of a Collective Public Effort to Bestir Americans

to Think About Their War

\

|
| If a representative of the government came
| from Washington to soeak in Madison Square
Garden some evening and attracted an sadi- |
| eneo of 16,000 persons it would be great |
| public event. FPractically that very thing is
cing done in New York every evening. The |
only difference is that there are thirty rep-
resentatives of the government, instead of
| ¢ne, and that they live in New York. They
wre Four-Minute Men—volunteer speakers
. who talk in motion picture theatres, under
| authority of the government's Committee on
Publiec Information.

They began a few months ago, when the
United States declared war on Germany. A
man in Chicago, named Donald Ryerson,
renlized suddenly that a lot of folks in his
tewn went to the movies every night,
He wussembled a fow friends and they
developed & plan, They secured permiasion
from owners of motion picture theatres for
volunteer speakers to make nightly addresses,
and then they began to talk. It is generally
conceded that the nightly attendance at
motion picture theatres constitutes the
greatest aggregation of ready-made nudi-
ences that ean be imagined. It is a small
town, indeed, that does not boast at least
c¢ne movie. The faet that the industry 1s
the fourth largest in the United States set-
tles any doubt on that peint.

It did not take the beginners long to make
themselves heard in Chicago, and then they
branched out to neighboring cities. As the
work developed its posaibilities were borne
in upon the organizers with such force that
they went to Washington to submit to the
government plans for s national organiza-
tton. There they won an immediate hearing.
Headquarters were opened in Washington
and the Four-Minute Men became a national
organization, under the Committes on Public
Information, and there the big story of its
netivities began,

Parrots Not Wanted

The Committee on Public Information in-
eludes the Seeretary of War, the Secretary
of State and the Secretary of the Navy —the
departments most directly responsible for
the conduct of the war. Bulletins are issued |
from the Washington headquarters, based on
official information from these departments.
With this background of authoritative facts, |
the Four-Minute man proceeds to construct’
his’ speech, into which he puts his own per-:
sonality, He is a spokesman for the govern- |
ment, but he is not expected to be a parrot |
or & “me too’ partisan, His instructions are
to stick to the facts in the bulletin and to |
make hix speech conform to the general tone |
of the document, but he is at liberty, and Is|
urged, to use all his resources of tact, force |
and adaptability te put his message across.
And they are doing it—9,000 of them, in
forty-aix states of the union.

Their first big effort was with the Liberty
Loan, and the men in charze of its distribu-
tion recognized the help the Four-Minute
Men rendered by asking them to take an im- |
portant part in the eampuign for the forth-
eoming loen. Henry P. Davison had their aid |
in the great chmpaign for the Red Cross, |
und Herbert Hoover called on them to speak
for food conservation. For weeks they have
been conducting a great educational campaign |
to muake the nation understand why we are lt|

war, and have done it so effectively that they
have aroused the enmity of the Germlnl
propagandists.

There is no disguising the fact that pro-|
CGorman clements would like to stop the |
mouths of the Four-Minute Men, Right in|
New York City proorietors of motion picture |
theatres have been told bluntly that the |
speeches were distasteful to their putrnns}
and have been threatened with boyeott. To!
tke e¢redit of the managers be it said that!
they have refused to be intimidated and hnva‘
riven their loyal codperation in spreading
the gospel of national unity,

When the Four-Minute Men came to
New York early in the summer they were

’ By Paul B. Williams, Secrelary of the New York Commiltee

nothing but a good iden. James ., Auchin-
closs became the chairman of a committee
to develop that idea for the: city and state.
Associated with him are Charles Pratt as
treasurer, Paul B. Williams as gecretary,
Rogers H. Bacon &3 chatrman  of t_lu.-
spenkers’ bureau, Harold Stanley, J. Prentice

| Kellogg, Thomas Howard, state secretary of

the Motion Picture Exhibitors’ League, and
Walter Robinson, instructer of the Public
Spenking Club of America,

They opened headquarters at the corner gf
Vanderbilt Avenue and 44th Street, in
yooms provided by the Yale Club. Their
first effort was to secure the coiiperation o
the motion pictura interests, and in this they
w},fo highly successful, thanks to the pa-
triotic desire to be of service on the part
of the men in that industry. Practically every
crganization in the motion picture fiel has
irdorsed this movement, and there are very
few managera from the hundreds of “movies
in greater New York who have refused
permission for the speakers to appear In
their theatres.

(oaching Volunteers

Then spedkers had to be secured. This
was not an easy task—and more sperakers
are needed right now to help carry on
this work. Members of public speaking clubs,
professional men, business mnn—-—partsculnrly
salesmen —speakers who helped with the
Liberty Loan, from dozens of sources they
came. Not every volunteer could be used,
for it requires distinet ability to make &
speech in four minutes. But those w}ao
showed promise were coached by Mr. Robin-
son &t weekly class meetings. and everything
possible was and is dons to utilize the ef-
forts of & man who really wants to help.

When a man has proved his ability, he
is put on the mailing list to receive the
bulletins from headquarters and is given a
slide, which is his introduction at the theatre.
This says that he speaks under the authority
of the Committee on Public Information,
Washington, D. C,, on & subject of national
importance. His assignment is sent to him
forty-eight hours before he is due to speak.
on a postal ecard telling the name of the
theatre, its location, the manager's name and
telephone number. He then telephones the
theatre to arrange the exact hour of his
appearance.

Thers are 250 Four-Minute Men at work
in New York City, but more are required
to mect the needs. Any one interested can ob-
tain full information at 53 East Forty-fourth
Street, where volunteers will be welcome.
During October most of their efforts, will
be in support of the Libarty Loan, but
their work will not end then, for the ex-
pectation is to continue their activity until
the end of the war. An educational force
of such scope cannot be ignored, and a
realization of its possibilities should arouse
& desire to help in a service to the gov-
ernment that is of supreme importance.

Activity of the New York Committee has
net been limited to this ecity, for the or-
ganization has been extended to more than
100 cities and towns up-state. On September
14 a conference of these local chairmen
wus held nt Syracuse—the first gathering
of the kind to be held in this country. Men
of broad experience united in the opinion
that this was the most distinetive meeting
of the kind that they had ever attended.
[t brought together men from all parts of
the stats, representing business and pro-
fessional life, farmers, bankers, woodsmen
and school teachers.

A hishop sat next to a farmer, and he was
flanked by & man sctive in the Rotary Club.
And in that various collection of men, not
ono mentioned politica. not one got excited
about the submarire campaign, not one ran
cut to go to the Stale Fair unml the meet-
ing was ended, and not one failed to sound
& note of genuine patriotism and devotion
to duty. The question was not concerning
what “somebody” ought to do, but “What
can | do?” “How can we make this work
most uzeful and helpful to the country?”

. Sphagnum Dressings |

|A Plea to Turn to Account a Mou?
Found on Our Coasts

To the Editor of The Tribune,

Sir: I noticed in The Tribune of Septem-
ber 20 a report stating that the wounds of
the Rumanians are being dressed with saw-
dust, and that the need for Red Cross hos-
pital supplies, especially bandages, is urgent, |
All the hospitals in this country are very
<hort of gauze and other materials used in
making bandages, America has a remedy for
this if she will take the trouble to use it.

A little while ago an English professor and
scientist discovered that a certain kind of
moss, growing mostly in soft, marshy ground
und never far from the sea, possesses several
valunble healing qualities, iodine being
among them, It is called Sphagnum moss,
and ean easily be recognized by ita color.
The base of the frond is of a rather vivid
light green, which fades to a grayish white
at the tip, and as it grows in dense clumps

Soldiers Not Exploited

Testimony to the Hospitable Spirit
of Greenville, 5. C.

To the Editer of The Tribune.

Sirs In your issue of the 10th, which
has just reached me by a belated mail, I
notice an account of organized extortion
practised upon the soldiers at Camp Me-
Clellan by the people of Anniston, Ala.,, which
may have conveyed to your readers an en-
tirely false impression as to the general
attitude of the South toward the men in its
camps and cantonments,
the city of Anniston, but as a New Yorker
attached to the 80th Division at Camp Sevier
I wish to testify to the extremely generous,
hospitable and patriotic spirit of the people
of Greenville, S, C.

Nothing could be more removed from the
thought of making eapital out of the ne-
cessities of men in uniform than the manner
in which this kindly little Southern eity
has opened its arms to the boys of this

I hold no brief for

Relief Measures in Civil_—

ssures in Civil War ‘

Left Largely to States and Frequently
Proved Inadequate

To the Editor of The Tribune,

Bir: Referring to your ediZorisl “A Mopg.
torium for Soldiers” and the news items re.
garding the proposed legisiution, it sesmy
that the consequences of the lack of sgey
legislation upon those who nre dependeny *
upon the financial condition (not upon the
earnings) of the soldier have been somewhgy
discounted. The need for such legislation
can best he attested by the conditions gz
other times, which made it necessary to pro.
vide a moraterium for soldiers.

During the Civil War the matters of relisg
for dependents and the moratorium prowi.
siona for volunteers were left to the respee.
tive states. Some of the states, particularly
those in the Middle West, pussed legislation
| permitting counties and cities within the
| atates to make provision for the relief of do
| pendents.
| The recruiting eampaigns which have beey
the order of the day for the last few monthy
also found their place during the Civil Wap,
But the orators at these meetings dwely alpo
on the provisions which had been made, op
| were contemplated, for the relief of depen.
| dents on the moratorium legisiation, and
'also on the bounties offered by the cities,
counties or states, as happened to be the

case,

Practieally all the states passed legisiation
providing some relief for dependents. The
relief in moit cases was about $5 or §8 4
month, Many found that the relief wys in.
sufficient, while quite a Tew volunteered
under the presumption that whatever relief
would be granted would be sufficient to pro.
vide for the dependents, iistorical data
tend to indicate, however, the herolsm mani-
fested by those members of a fumily whose
breadwinners had joined the colors. The
soldiers’ pay was immeasurably smaller than
that of to-day, yet a goodly portion was re.
turned to the dependents, despite many my.
thoritative statements thet more could have
been sent and despite the allotment pro.
visions in several states. Many localities
passed volunteer tax legislation to provide
funds for dependents.

Some of the letters of volunteers” relativey
and dependents are of interest, und serve to
indicate the willingness to accept the elr
cumstanees. A wife writes to the Governor
of a Western state that she was “depending
on the few loyal men that are left” She
added that she would do what she could and
expressed the hope that a draft would ke
the men who ought to go. She feit that
perhaps those hesitated “because the fami-
lies of those that went on the first call have
been so negleeted by the state and genersl
government.” Another wrote: T

There are so
many now left &s I am that we scarce ean
find enough to do to keep want from our
doors.” And still another, “Perhuaps you ean
devise some means by which the rich may
help support the poor in this time of need”
Another, “My son told me | would be pro-
vided for; tha: means had been provided to
supply every mother that sent a son.

We are very lonely, and being destitute
makes us downhearted. [ have a good home,
but eannot sell at all. If there were business
here so I could have boarders 1 would net
ask assistance.” (Carl R. Fish: Social Relief
During the Civil War, American Historical

Review.)

The moratorium laws in general provided
for the “continuance of suits” during the en-
listment, for the deferrence of sale of prop-
erty for delinquency in payment of taxes,
and some statutes provided for the suspen-
sion of the statute of limitations in the case
of obligations due soldiers. Other statules
exempted volunteers from all civil process,
and one state provided legislation exempting
volunteers from arrest for any cause excepl
treason.

Needless to say there were many
of dissatisfaction on the part of
relatives had volunteered. I

nztaneesd

quotations from letters are of interest: A
young wife writes that his “fokes keep him
from doing anything for" her.” A wife

writes, “"He is a kind man to his fu

he is near sited and he has kidney
,!plaint and he is 44 years old and he ean't be

good for much there.” Another nsks for &
pass to Cincinnati to visit a dying mother,
“Oh for the love of merey do, dear Governen,
'grant me a pass.” A young lady about fo go
| South asks “a Wet-Nurse commission of
lsnme other instmument in writing.” (1bid)
EDWARD BIELE,
Member American Historical Asaociation,
New York, Sept. 22, 1917,
| e ———— -
Gary School Motion Pictures
| To the Editor of The Tribune,

Sir: In local papers of September 11 Frank
D. Wilsey made several statements regarding
motion pictures of the Gary schools.

First, that the pletures cost the City of
New York $38,000.

Second, every house that had shown these
pictures had driven away its patrons
| Third, the houses are now cunrsnteed
' against loss to show these pictures.
| 1 challenge every one of these statements

The Gary school pictures were mude at the
expense of Mr, William Wirt in Gary by the
industriul department of the The
,charge of a cost of $38,000 for their making
1s obviously sbsurd,

Sinee I have had charge of the

sehool

booking of

this causes it to appear slmost white fromcamp. Here, assuredly, if nowhere else in |ypoce pictures, starting on June 15, they have
y 2 Lo o, LOEY &

a distance,

It abounds in certain parts of England, |
particularly on the coast of Devon, where
 the gathering of it has become almost an |
lindustry., Ever since the discovery was made
most of the big hospitals in London have
been using it for dressing wounds, and large
hags are sent off gvery week to the London
and Middlesex hospitals, for which they are
very thankful.

1 have seen quantities of this same moss
growing on the const of Massachusetts, and
I have no doubt that a search would reveal
plenty more of it in the swamps and salt
marshes of the Atlantic seaboard., Here is
the chunce for Americs not only to save |
maney and labor at home, but to help those
who have fought and suffered longer than
, she has, !

The work of gathering and preparing the
moss is monotonous, for each little strand
has to be separated from its neighbors and |
cleanced of any fragments of twigs, leaves or
ordinary moss adhering to it, ufter which the |
whole must be dried in the sun, packed
tightly in bags, and sent to ths hospital, |
where it will be sterilized and used for pack-
ings, bandages and swaba.

it is dull but fool-proof work, and will
give ¢hildren and those who have not been
able to serve their country in any other way
'a chance to do their bit.

The school children, farmers and peann!;!
of England realized the need and gave their!
holidays and all their spare time to this val- |
uable work. America has the power to help
those who are dying for want of proper
treatment and supplies, Has she the will? |

Baltimore, Md., Sept. 24, 1817, ETC |

Why?
To the Editor of The Tribune, |
Sir: Why is Congress so willing to give
the women of Hawsii the vote and oppnu!
the Federa! woman suffrage amendment? |
Why does Mr. Root faver woman suffrage
in Russia and not in his own country?
LORETTE M. CONNOLLY,
Fordham, N, Y., Sept. 23, 1917,

(to be n problem.

the country, is a place where the man % | basn axhibitad

khaki is certain of a cordial welcome and
at the same time to be fuirly dealt with.
Whether this be due to the vigilance of the
Chamber of Commerce, to civic pride or to
something still finer actuating each individ-
usl member of the community I eannot say, I
have, however, heard the thought often ex-
pressed, and in most unexpected quarters,
too, that the town would be everlastingly
disgraced if any one belonging to it should
take advantage of conditions created by the
war to gouge cither the camp soldiers or
their relatives,

Apparently every citizen has made it a|
point of honor and his most pressing pers

sonal business to sece to it that no stain
sl}auld sttach to the fair name of Green-
ville. It is inconceivable how far these
hospitable pcople have gone to make it
pleasant here "for the rank and file of the
army. It is nothing to say that elubs and

civie organizations have vied with one an-
other to entertain and do honor to its rep- |
There ure committees here |

resentatives,
to _look out for everybody, the officers, the
enlisted men and their rolatives., Even the
securing of lodgings for one's family teases
Houses are open every-
where for the accommodation of visitors that
were never before opened to strangers, and
probably never will be again once the'nmj is
closed and the war at an end. What is more,
the charge usdally made for accommodation
there represents but its actual estimated cost.
And all this is secured for you while you
wait, by a busy little lady, very quick and
very able, who knows everybody in town, who
algm knows how to use the telephone and
whose gentle voice is the open sesame that
swings wide every gate,

All of this only poc. to show that towns
like individuals, will differ, and that Greefl:
ville is not like Anniston., But it seemed
to me worth telling, and will, 1 hope, seem
to you not undeserving to be known.
S ke GASTON TISNE,

rs eutenant Infantry, Natien

Camp Sevier. 2 S
- Greenville, 8. C., Sept. 13, 1917,

on an average of three times
8 week, and in overy instance the motiofl
a record

| picture house showing them did
| business on that evening. It is casy o 58
the reason. Every metropolitan puper hat
Ilmd much space devoted to the Gary s hools
(and system, That in itself hus created 83
! unusual amount of intersst, and the wise and
wide-awnke exhibitor took advantsze of 1t b¥
using this in addition to the regu routis
of publicity, and thereby attracted
large crowds. Without question, *
proved u valuable asset to the box office.
Furthermore, the audiences huve bheen inters
ested and pleased with the subject
In view of these facts, Mr, Wilsey's state
ment that the houses are guarinteed sgalnst
loss is as absurd as his other charges. | eans
not quite understand what prompted him %0
make these statements, unleas it was an ate
tempt to affect the bookings in the motios
picture theatres in the City of New York.
MAURICE FRIEDMAN,
Gary School Motion Pictures
New York, Sept. 20, 1917.

Composer and Author
Te¢ the Editor of The Tribune,

Sir: Permit me to correct u statemend
made by your correspondent Mr. Frederic w.
Pangborn in his letter published this morn-
ing regarding the inaccuracies of musi
programmes. He says: “Again, why has the
| programme maker set the name of Augusts
E. Stetson as the ‘composer’ of the musie
sung to the poem ‘Love’s Lullaby’ of which
she happens to be the author?’
| It “happens™ to be a well-known fact that
Augusta E. Stetson is both author of the
words and composer of the music of "bou’z
Lullaby.” as well as of “The Song of Love
and “Light the Torch and Lead the Way,*
all of which are published by G. Schirmer.

Some time ago Mrs. Stetson published &
book of poems, and she is the author of sev
c1al other important works, of which G. M
Putnam's Sons are the publishers.

New York, Sept. 25, 1917, JUSTICR ,




